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«KOPABJII-CKAPBHULII» AIMIPAJIA YKEH XE
(1405-1433 PP.): IPOBJIEMU IHTEPIIPETAILII PO3MIPIB
TAJOC/HAHULIBbKI OIHKH

Y cmammi 30iiicneno komniexche O00CHiOdCeHHsT NPOOIeMU CHPABI’CHIX pO3MIpie «Kopadie-
CKApOHUYbY — HAUOIbUWUX BIMPUTLHUX CYOeH cepeOHbogiunozo Kumaro enoxu ounacmii Min, wo
ckaadanu ocHosgy gromy aomipana Yscen Xe nio uac tioco cemu 3amopcokux noxooie (1405-1433 pp.).
Ilpocmediceno, wo cynepeunusicmv HAABHUX NUCEMHUX CBIOYeHb, CKIAOHOWi IiHmepnpemayii
MPAOUYTUHUX KUMANICOKUX 0OUHUYbL GUMIPIOBAHHS MA OPAK apXeono2iuHux OaHux 3yMOBUNU MPUBATI
OUCKYCIT CMOCOBHO PeabHUX napamempie yux xopaonie. 30IUCHEHO KOMWAEKCHUU AHANI3 OCHOGHUX
Ooicepen 00 GuBueHHs 0anoi memu — icmopuunoi xpouiku «lcmopis ounacmii Miny, mocouacnux
HappamusHux meopie « Onosiob npo noxio esuyxa Csanvbao ¢ 3axionuii Oxeany i «Jokyunusi 6eciou
0ns1 Moix eocmeily, @ maxoxic memopianvhoi cmenu 8 Haukini, 30kpema 6usgieno npobaemu ixwvoi
00CmogipHoCmi ma XpoHONO02TUHOI 8i00aneHocmi 8i0 onucy8aHux noodiil. 3anyuenus mamepianié 3i
36IMi6 apxeo02iYHUX PO3KONOK 00360UN0 NPOCHENCUMU €8ONIOYII0 CepeOHbOBINHO20 KUMAICLKO2O
CYOHOOYOIBHUYMBA MA BCMAHOBUMU PO3MIDU MO20HACHUX MOPCHLKUX CYOeH, IX munonoeio,
6000MOHHANCHICMb | OCHAWEHHSL.

Buokpemneno 0sa icmopiocpagiuni nHanpsamxu 8 00CHIONCEHHI Yb02O NUMAHHA: MPAOUYIUHUU
(Lorc. Hioxem, JI. Jlesamec, E. [[peep), axuii mpaxkmye 2ieaHmMcbKi po3mipu «Kopadrie-cKapOHuyby,
saghikcosani y Oxcepenax, sk yirkom peaivii, ma pesizionicmevkuti (A. Cuicseiix, K. Beiix, C. Yepu),
wWo 00800UMb HEMONCIUBICIb CMEOPEeHHsi cyOeH maxux macwuma6bie. Ocobausy yeazy npuoileHo
ananizy KumancbKux mpaouyitinux OOUHUYb GUMIPIOGAHHS [ CNIBCMAGNEHHIO YUCI08UX OAHUX I3
pesyabmamamu apxeoaociunux poskonox y Hanxini (2003-2004 pp.) ma 3zazanvrumu npunyunamu
cyonooyoysansn 006u Cepednbogiyus.

I1i0 uac docniocents 6CMAHOBIEHO, WO BIOOMOCMI i3 HAABHUX NUCEMHUX 0dcepen, SKi OYiHIoIOMb
posmipu «kopabnis-ckaponuysy y 117-149 m. 3a6006xcku ma 48-61 m. saswupwxu, ne gionosioaioms
OllicHocmi, a peanvbHi eabapumu yux ONHCOHOK, UMOSIPHO, He nepesuugysanu 60-16 m. y dosocuny ma
16-21 m. y wupuny, wo y3eo0acyemucs i3 posmipamu KopabenvHux 0okxie y Hawnxini ma peanvrumu
3paskamu cyoHo6yoysanus Kumaio mozo nepiody. Boowouac oxpecieno Hu3Ky HeSupiuleHUx numaw,
cepeo sKUX, 30Kpemd, PeKOHCMPYKYIis 306HIUHb020 U0y «KOPAONIG-CKApOHUYbY MA GU3HAYEHHS.
IxHbOI 0caoku.

Kniouosi cnoea: Kumaii, Cepeonvosiuys, oumacmis Min, Youcen Xe, 3amopcovki excneouyii,
«Kopabai-ckapoHuyiy, cyoHobyoyeanHs, iMpUIbHUKU.

Crarts ony0ikoBaHa Ha yMOBax Biikpuroro poctymy 3a jinensiero CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/)

10


http://doi.org/10.46869/2707-6776-2026-33

IIpobnemu ececeimmnvoi icmopii. 2026. Ne 1(33) ISSN 2707-6776

IMoctanoBka mnpodaeMu. 3aMOPCHKHII BekTop OyB OJHUM 13 MPOBILIHHUX
HANpsAMKIB 30BHIMHLOI momituku Kuraro emoxm auuactii Min (1368-1644 pp.).
VYuponosx ocranuboi TpetuHu XIV — nmepmoi nonoBunu XV ct. MiHCbKa iMmiepis
IparHysia 3aKpiluTH CBOI IMOJITHYHI Ta €KOHOMIYHI BIUTMBH y Oaceiini IliBmeHHO-
Kuraiicbkoro Mopst Ta IHAIHICBKOTO OKeaHy, CBIIUEHHSM HYOTO CTajla OpraHi3arlis
117101 HU3KHU MTOCOJIbCHKUX MICIH B 11el perioH. HaitOinpm MacmtaOHUMU 13 HUX OYiIu
3aMOpChKI KamIiaHii Bigomoroguruiomara Ta MoperuiaBist Yxen Xe (1405-1433),
sakuii y 1405-1433 pp. 040OIMB CIM €KCIEAUINN BeIMYE3HOTO (UIOTY, MiJ 4Yac SKHX
KATAilli He nuWIie BigBiAamM LTy HU3Ky aepxkas IliBnenHo-CxigHoi A3ii Ta
Mamnaiicekoro apximenary, ajie ©W gocarim y30epexoks IHail, ApaBilicbKoro
MiBOCTpOBa Ta HaBiTh CXigHO1 ApuKH.

[TpoBeneHHsT 1UX MOJOpOXKEH OyJ0 MPOJMKTOBAHO MpPAarHEHHSMHU IMIIEPATOpPiB
MiH yTBEepIUTH NPECTIK Ta MKHAPOAHHUNA aBTOpUTeT [liHEOECHOT SIK MOTITHYHOTO,
C€KOHOMIYHOTO Ta KYJBTYpHOro IeHTpy periony [1,p.1-12; 2,p.327-347]. lle
MOSICHIOE HeOa4yeHi JUIsl TOro 4acy Maciutabu oprasizaiii ekcrnenuiii. 3a JesiKuMu
OILIIHKaMH, B KOXHiH kammanii 6pano yuacts 10 300 kopabnis [3, p. 26], a 3aranpHa
YHCENIbHICTh 0COOOBOTO CKJIAAy CTaHOBMIIA MOHa 27 TUC. 0cib [4, p. 232].

OpnnuM 13 HAMOLIBII TMCKYCIHHUX MHUTaHb, IO JAOTENEp CYNPOBOIKYIOTh HAYKOBE
BUBUCHHS ToJOopokeld WikeH Xe, € BCTAHOBIICHHS CIPaBXKHIX pPO3MIPIB T. 3B.
«KxopabiB-ckapOHULLY (KUT. BN, 6aouyanp) — HaUOLIBIIMX CyleH KMTalChKOIro
¢dioTy, sKI CKIazand HOro OCHOBY. 3riIHO 13 YyCTaJeHOI0 icTopiorpadiuHoro
TPAAMINIEO, Il JDKOHKH JOCSTAlMd TITAaHTCHKUX PO3MIPIB Ta, MOXJIHUBO, OYyIu
HalOIBIIMMH B ICTOPIl JepeB’sSTHUMH BiTpWIbHHME KopaOmsmu [5, p. 33-34]. Ha
Kajb, JUKepelbHa 0a3a 10 BUBYCHHS JIaHOI TEMHU € HaJA3BMYAHO OOMEXEHOI0, 110,
pa3oM i3 CynepewInBUMH CBITYEHHSAMHU CaMUX JUKEpell, CTBOPIOE CYTTEBY MEPEIIKOAY
JUIsL JTOCHITHUKIB. BiaTrak, mUTaHHS po3MIpiB «kopabiiB-ckapOHuUIE» HxeHn Xe
npejcTaBisie co0OK0 akTyalbHy HAyKOBY IpoOsieMy, CHpoOM BHpIIIEHHS SKOi
IPOJMBAIOTh CBITJIO Ha OCOOJMBOCTI Ta peajbHI MOXIMBOCTI KUTalCHKOTO
CepeIHbOBIYHOTO Cy/THOOYTyBaHHS.

Orasia icropiorpadii. BiabiricTe JOCHITHUKIB, KOTpl 3aliMavcs BUBYEHHSM
excnenuuiii Wxen Xe, Tak YW IHAKIIE TOPKAINUCS TEMHU pO3MIpiB «KkopaliiB-
CKapOHHIIb» Yy CBOIX HampamoBaHHSIX. ONOCEPEKOBAHO 1€ MMTAHHS TOPYIIYBAIOCS
y pobortax Bimiema I'poeneBenta [6, p. 42], AiliBona Jlonemn [7,p.349] Tta
Jlxona Mimnza [8, p. 27-31], ski, mpoTe, OOMEXKWIHCS JIHUIIE KOPOTKUM aHalli30M
3arajlbHUX B1IOMOCTEH, HE BJIAal0YHMCh 10 MIMOIIOI HAYKOBOT KPUTUKHU JiKepesl. binbi
perenaprHO A0 Ii€l TpoOJeMH MiMIWIIOB BIAOMUM aHTIIHACHKUN CXOJI03HABEIh
Jlxozed HinxeMm, po3risiHyBIIM i1 y IIMPIIOMY KOHTEKCTI PO3BUTKY TEXHOJOTIH
KopabiieOynyBaHHS cepeHbOBIYHOrO KwuTaro 13 3alydeHHSIM apXeoJIOTTYHHX
cimuens [9, p. 477-486]. Horo BucHOBKM 6yaH B IOJAIBIIOMY pO3BHHEHI
Jlyizoro Jleatec [10, p. 53-61] ta Exsapmom Jpeepom [11, p. 195-201; 12, p. 102-
113], xorpi Bxe Oe3mocepenHbO MPALIOBATH 13 TEPETBOPEHHSIM KHUTAWCHKUX
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TPAOUIIMHUX Mip JOBXHHHM, a TaKOXX 3HAYHO HIMPIIAM KOJIOM apXEoJIOTIYHHX
3HaX1JI0K. Buiesragani JOCIiAHUKH, 3araJioM, TIOBHICTIO TIOTOKYBAIUCS 13 JaHUMH
MUCEMHUX JDKEPEIT Ta HAMaraJlucs BCUISKO MIATBEPAUTH iX pEYOBUMH JJOKa3aMHU.

30BCIM 1HIIY KapTHHY CIIOCTEPIraeEMO B poOOTAaxX CydyacHUX CIEIHaNICTIB 13
KUTalChKOTO CEPeAHbOBIUHOTrO CcyaHoOymyBanHs — Annpe Crmiceiika [13, p. 3-13;
14, p. 305-308], Kpictodepa Beiika [15, p. 51-81; 16, p. 59-75] ta Camni Yepu
[17, p. 1-43; 18, p. 32-49], koTpi, HAa OCHOBI 00’€MHOTO (HaKTOJIOTIYHOTO MaTepiaiy,
HaMararoThbCs MOBHICTIO CIPOCTYBATH CBITYEHHS JDKEpEN Ta JOBECTH HEMOXJIHUBICTD
ICHYBaHHS «KOpaOJIiB-CKapOHUIbY» B IXHIX TpaAuMLIAHUX po3Mipax. BimmosinmHo, y
HAyKOBIH JiTeparypi 30epiraeTbcsi MeBHA HEOTHOPIAHICTh Y TPAaKTyBaHHI JDKepen 1
MiX0Jax 10 BU3HAUCHHS TEXHIYHHUX MMapaMeTpiB 1ux cyneH. Lle 3ymoBmioe motpedy
B y3araJlbHEHOMY PO3TJISAl MUTAHHS, SIKAN JO3BOJUB OU MPOCTEKUTH METOJIOJIOTIO
HAYKOBHUX IHTEpIPETAIlii Ta MPOaHali3yBaTH JOCTOBIPHICTh MOMIMPEHUX OLIHOK.

3aBaaHHs AOCHiI:KeHHs. 3 OTIIALYy Ha 1€, METOIO CTATTI € BUSBICHHS Ta aHaNI3
KIIFOYOBUX MPOOJeM, MOB’sA3aHUX 31 cripodamu iHTeprpeTalii po3mipiB «kopabJis-
ckapOHuub» WkeH Xe, a TakoX pO3IIIAL ICHYIOUMX PEKOHCTPYKLIH y CBITII
Cy4YacHUX 3HaHb PO KUTAHChKE CyTHOOYTyBaHHS O3HAYCHOTO MEPIOy.

Bukiaa wmarepiajgy. OCHOBHUM JDKEpeloM, J€ MICTATbCA BIIOMOCTI MpO
«kopabmi-ckapOHuIi» Yken Xe, pucrynae icropuana xponika XVIII cr. mig HazBoro
«Icropis aunactii Mim» (kut. BASE; Min wi), y axiit 3HaxoquMo KopoTky Giorpadiro
anamipana. 3BIITH JTi3HAEMOCS MPO Te€, IO IS MEePIIoi eKCIeauIIii «Oy10 30y008aHO
wicmoecsam 08a enukux cyoHa, 44 usxcanu 3a6006dcku ma 18 udcamie 3a8uiUpuKy
koorcrey [19]. Maiike aHANOTiUHI BIZIOMOCTI IIO0 PO3MIPIB «KOPaOTiB-CKapOHHIIb
3HaXo0JUMO B XyHokHboMY TBOpi KiHUA XVIcT. «OmnoBigp mpo MOXiJ €BHYyXa
Csanpbaos 3axiguuit Oxean» (kut. —Z B KE P90 BIB/ERE, Canvbao maiiyzams
CisiH y3i myHcy sHbi). ABTOpP IOr0 IcTOpHYHOrOo pomany, Jlo MaoneH, momae
kiacudikanio kopabmis ¢uoty Uken Xe pa3oM i3 3a3HaUEHHSIM PO3MipiB. Y HBOTO
JOB)KMHAa Ta IIHpUHA «KOpaOiiB-ckapOHULb» ckianawoth 44,4 Ta 18 worcanis
BignosigHo [12, p. 104; 16, p. 61]. ®parmeHTapHi CBiJUYE€HHS CTOCOBHO pPO3MIpiB
HanOLThIMX cyaeH (uoTmmii Yken Xe MOMIIIeHI TaKoX y TpakTaTi Jep:KaBIlsl Ta
nucbMeHHuka [y urostast (1565-1628) «/lokywiuBi Oecimy JUisi MOiX TOCTEH»

(xut. BEEFLIE; Keyso wicyoii), wamucanomy Ha mouatky XVIlcr.  Bomw,

IIOMpaB/a, MOBHICTIO MOBTOPIOIOTH JAaHi 13 «OnoBial npo noxij eBHyxa CsHb0a0 B
3axigauit Oxean» [17,p. 6], MaOyTh, Oyayuu 3amo3uyeHUMH 3BiATH. OKpeMuM
JDKEpEJIOM, JEUI0 BiIMIHHUM BijJ PpEINTH, MOXEMO BBAa)XaTH MEMOpIaJIbHY CTEIly

nepmoi nonosuru XV cr. B Xpami Crokiitnoro Mops (xut. E85F; [{zinxaii), mo

3HaxoauThess y Hankini. BupispOnenuil Ha Hiil enirpadiuHuii Hamuc, NPUCBIYCHUN
3aMOpChKUM ToxoaaM YxeH Xe, MOBIOMIISIE, IO aJMipall KOMaHAYBaB CYIHAMHU
BenmunHO0 2000 Ta 1500 250 [14, p. 69]. HasBHICTH J0AAaTKOBUX OIMHUIIL
BUMIPIOBaHHS BU3HAYa€ BUHATKOBY IIHHICTH IILOTO JKEpEa.
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I3 mocToBipHICTIO OLIBIIOCTI BUIIE3TaJaHUX MUCEMHUX IMaM’STOK (32 BUHSATKOM
crenu y HaHkiHi, BcTaHOBJICHOI 1€ 3a XHUTTS WkeH Xe) € yumani npodisemu. Tak,
«Icropist nunactii Min» Oyna octarouHo ykiazena jume y 1739 p., 3a mpaBmiHHS
HoBoi mamuactii Ilim (1644-1911 pp.) [20, p. 72], To6T0 uepe3 300 pokiB micis
nojgopoxeir UxeHn Xe, IO CTaBUTh MiJ CyYMHIB NPaBAMBICTh MOMIIIEHUX Yy Hil
Bigomocreii. Te 3 came crocyerbes i Tpakrtary [y Ilmroans (1618 p.), skuit
BiJTAJICHUH BiJI ONMUCYBaHUX TOJINA Maibke Ha JaBa CTONITTS. Poman «OmoBine mpo
noxia eBHyxa CsHp06ao B 3axigHuii Okean», natoBanuii 1597 p., € XpOHOJIOTTYHO
HaOMIKYMM 10 enoxu IuiaBaHb YkeH Xe, OJHAK BiH MICTUTH PAl (paHTaCTUYHHUX
eneMeHTiB (y HboMY (irypyroTh pi3HOTO POy HaampupomHi cuiaum) [21, p. 152], mo
3HAYHOI0 MIpOI0 YHEMOJKJIMBIIIOE HOTO BUKOPUCTAHHS SK HAAIWHOTO iCTOPUYHOTO
moxepena. Llimkom WMOBIpHO, IO AaHi OO PO3MIPIB «KOpabIiB-CKapOHUIL)» 13
pomany Jlo Maonenabymnu 3rogom 3amo3mueni ['y [uroanem Ta aBropamu «Icropii
nuHacTii Miny, mpoTe JOCTEMEHHO HEBIIOMO, 3BiJIKH iX movyepnHyB cam Jlo MaojeH.

Ham3BuuaiiHo BaykmMBUM €TOHM (DaKT, IO MPAKTUYHO BCl MEPIIOKEPETa CTAHOM
Ha ChOTOJIHI Oe3HafiitHO BTpaueHi. Y 1477 p. OuIbIIicTh KOpaOENbHUX XypHATIB Ta
3anuciB mpo excneauiii Yxen Xe Oynu 3HUINEHI pyKaMH peakUiiHUX MPHIBOPHUX
YUHOBHMKIB, SKI JOMarajucs MPUIHHEHHS JOPOTUX 3aMOPCHKUX KaMmmaHiil
[10, p. 132-133]. Cepen BTpaueHux MartepiajiB, CKOpill 3a Bce, Oyau W JaeTaibHI
ONMHCH Ta MAJIOHKH «KOpabmiB-ckapOHMIbY). Tak, 3a CBIJUEHHAM YPSIOBIISL
nisHimoro mnepioxy Jli Wkaocsna (1512-1572), kpecineHHs LUX CyICH 3HHUKIH i3
apxiBiB [12, p. 220]. Tlompu Te, 1Mo M0 HAIMIOTO Yacy MIAIUIO JEKiIbKa 300paKeHb
BEIMKUX JUKOHOK emnoxu MiH, IXHS NpakTHYHA IIHHICTh y BHM3HAYE€HHI TOYHUX
napaMeTpiB «KopabiiB-ckapOHUIIb» BKpail HeBenuka [8, p. 28]. Biarak, mociigHuku
3MYIIIEHI KOPUCTYBAaTUCS JIMIIE 3aJIUIIKAMH THCEMHHUX CBIIUYEHb Y BHIJISIL
BTOPUHHUX JIKEpE.

OpHiero 3 KIIOYOBUX IIPOOJIEM € IHTepHpeTalis OAUHULb BUMIPIOBaHHS, 3raJlaHuX
y mxepenax. TpynmHomi, 30kpeMa, MOB’si3aHl 3 THM, IO Bermoxy MiH 3HaYeHHS
TPaJUIAHOT KWTalchkoi Mipu goBkued ui (kuT. ), sxka ckmagama 1/10
uorcana (xkut. 30) pisHUIOCS 3a€XKHO B periony. 3a migpaxynkamu JI. JleBarec, Ha
TepuTopii npoBiHiii Oyi3sHb ui ctanoBwia npubdau3Ho 10,5-11 aroiimis [10, p. 57],
T00TO 26,7-27,9 cM. (HimeThcs TPO AHTIIMCHKHUNA [IOWM, IO JOpiBHIOE 2,54 cM.).
Boanouac y nposiamii [[3sHcydi mocsrama 12,1-13,3 mroitma [10, p. 57] a6o 30,7-
33,8 cMm. Buxomsum i3 1mBOTO, OTPUMYEMO TMapaMeTpu «KopaOiiB-CKapOHHWIE» B
Mexax 117-149 M. 3aBnoBkku Ta 48-61 M. 3aBIIMPIIKH.

TpanumiitHi miapaxyHKH OUTBIIOCTI JOCTIAHUKIB, 3a3BHYail, HE BUXOIATH 34
pamku 11boro Aiana3ony. Tak, B. I'poeneBent Ta A. JIoHem 1 OLIHIOBAIH TOBXHHY Ta
HIMPUHY «KOpabiiB-ckapOHuIb» y 440 Ta 180 dyriB Bimnosiaxo [6, p. 42; 7, p. 349],
100TO y 134 Ta 55 M. (HneThest ipo cydacHuit ¢yt, mo gopisHioe 30,48 cm.). Maitxe
anazoriydi mudpu 3ycrpivaemo y Jx. Mimsa (135 ta 56 m.) [8, p. 31], [Ix. Hinxema
(134 ta 55 m.) [9, p. 480] Ta E. peepa (117-134 Ta 48-55 m.) [12, p. 102]. Lli ominku
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HOMIHAJIBHO BB@)KAIOTHCS 3arajbHONPUHHATHMHU, 30KpeMa BOHHM 3adikcoBaHI Yy
«KemOpumkenkiii ictopii Kuratox» [4, p. 232].

Jlewo ckIasHINIo € CUTYallis, TIOB’s3aHa 13 IHTepIpeTalli€ro 3arakoBoi OJMHHII
BUMipIoBaHHA 0 (KUT.), 1m0 3adikcoBaHa Ha MeMopianbHill crenmi y HankiHi.
Manu wmicue crnpoOu po3mISIHYTH i1 K 3HAYEHHS BaHTaXKOMIAHOMHOCTI OIHOTO
Kopabuist a00 K KUIBKOCTI IEPEeBHHHU, BUTPAYCHOI Ha 1oro OyaiBHUITBO[ 16, p. 69-70].
Btim, G11bI MEpeKOHINBOIO BUIA€Thes Bepeisa A. CricBeiika, 110 150 — 1e OAMHUIL
BUMIPIOBaHHS BOJOTOHHAXHOCTI CyAHa, sKka mnpuOmm3Ho pgopiBHioe 500 Kr.
[13, p. 11]. IllompaBaa, #oro po3paxyHKH, sIKi CIIHPAIOTHCA HAa TEXHIYHHMH aHaIi3
Opomopuii  KuTaicbkux  oKOHOK — XVIcCT., TOKa3yloTh, 1o  Kopabenb
BogoToHHaXHICTIO 2000 /2570 TOBUHEH MaTH PO3MIpH MPUOIM3HO 62 M. 3aBIOBKKH Ta
11,2 m. 3aBmmmpiiku [13, p. 12; 14, p. 307], mo cymnepeunth aanum i3 «lcropii
nuHacTii Miay.

3po3yMino, IO HaBiTh HAMMEHII MOMJIHMBI MapaMeTpu «KOpPaOIiB-CKapOHUIIb
(117 M. 3aBooBKKKM 1 48 M 3aBIIMPIIKK), HE TOBOPSYH BXKE MPO HAUOLIBIII,
BUTJISAAIOTE (haHTacTUYHUMU s nepeB’siHux cyner XV cr. Tak, posmipu «CaHTta-
Mapii» — naiibinpmoi kapaBenu Xpucropopa Komymba — He mnepeBuiyBaiu
20 M. y moBxkuHY Ta 7 M. y mupuHy [22, p. 143-145], mo scKkpaBO JAEMOHCTPYE
KOHTpacT mpomnopuid. BapTto, omHak, 3Baxkatru Ha Te, 10 KopabiueOyayBaHHS
cepenHbOBiUHOTO  KuTaro  KapauHAIBHO  BIAPI3HSIIOCS  Bil  TOTOYacHOTO
€BPONENCHKOTO SIK 3a KJIIFOYOBUMH NMPUHIIUIIAMH, TaK 1 3a MacIiTabamu.

XapakTepHUMH pHUCAMU KHUTAaWCBhKUX KOHOK Iie 3 Panuboro CepemHboBIYYs
Oynu, mo-mepiie, MIOCKOJAOHHA KOHCTPYKIS 13 BIACYTHICTIO Kiis, (opmiTeBHs Ta
axXTEpIITEBHS, 1, O-IPYre,HasBHICTh MMONEPEYHUX MEPETOPOIOK, K1 PO3IAUISIN TPIOM
Cy/lHa Ha HHU3KY BIJCIKiB, 1m0 Oynu Maiixke BomoHenpoHukHumu [23, p. 20-21].
OcTaHHe 0aTKOBO 3MILHIOBAJIO KOPIYC Ta JaBajlo0 MOKJIMBICTH Oy/nyBaTH BENHKI
Kopab:i 6e3 pu3KKy 3MEHIIeHHs IXHBOT MIITHOCTI. BioMo, 1110 BXXe y mepioa JuHAcTii
Tan (618-907 pp.) y Kurai icuyBamu mxouku 20 wocanie 3aBmnosxku [10, p. 57].
Po3kBit cynHoOynayBanHs npumnaB Ha enoxu Cy (960-1279 pp.) ta HOanp (1279-
1368 pp.), mo o3HaMeHyBajo coOOI0 TOSBY CYACH CIpPaB/i TIraHTCHKHX PO3MIpIB.
Bimomocti mpo HHX MOXEMO 3HAaWTH, 30KpeMa, 13 TMOBIJOMIIEHb 1HO3EMHHX
mauapiBHukiB XI-XIV c1., Ha sSKuMX BeNMMUYe3HI KHUTAWCHKI HKOHKH CIPaBUIN
HeaOusike BpaxkeHHd. Tak, Mapko [lono (1254-1324) mnucaB, mo «yi kopabui
nompebyroms 01u3vko 300 mampocié ... 60HU HACMINLKU BENUKI, WO MONCYMb
nepeso3umuy n’amv Mucad KOWUKIe 13 nepyem, a OesKi 3 HUX — HAGIMb wWicmb
mucsy...» [24, p. 355], a I6u barryra (1304-1377) y cBOiX 3amucax 3rajyBaB Ipo Te,
IO «BeIUKi CYOHA Hecymb Ha cobOi 00 O0sanadysmu impul...[1l6epymsv Ha 6Gopm
mucsauy mooet, wicmcom 3 sakux — mopsaku...» [25, p. 813]. Ionpu BigcyTHICTH
KOHKPETHUX JIaHUX MO0 PO3MIpiB KOpalOiiB, 1i CBIAYEHHS JEMOHCTPYIOTbH
MacIITadu TOro4acHOro KUTaChKOro Cy/THOOY/ yBaHHS.

VY 1973 p. B 3atoui Loanpuxoy (mpoBiHuis Py3saHp) Oyia0 BUSBICHO PEIITKH
3aTOHYJIOI /HKOHKH, maroBaHi kiHieM XIII cr. BBaxkaeTwcs, mo el kopabenb MaB
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po3mipu 34,4 M. y noBxuny Ta 9,8 M. y mmpuny [15, p. 62-63]. Ha nymky K. Beiika,
okpemi cyaHa enoxu HOanb Mornm Oyt BaBivl OutbmmMu. [laHe TBepmKEHHS
0a3yeTbcs HAa OCHOBI aHAII3Y 3aJMIIKIB KEPMOBOTO CTEpHA, BHUSBIEHUX y 1962 p.
Henoaanik Hankina. Buxomsum i3 mpomopiiit «Kopabmst i3 Llroanbuwxoy», CyzHO,
SKOMY HaJIe)Kalo L€ CTEpHO, Majio O y/ABidUi mepeBeplryBaTH HOro B yCiX BUMIpax,
TOOTO JocsAraTH, NMPUOIMU3HO, 68 M. y noBXHMHY Ta 19 M. y mmpuny [16, p. 73]. Lle
JIOBOJIUTH, IO Ha TOM 4ac y Kutal Bke iCHyBalIM JDKOHKM TakKMX PO3MIpIB, Ta €
niaTBeppkeHHIM ciriB Mapko [lono ta 16H barryTn.

Takum unHOM, OYIIBHUITBO «KOpaOiiB-ckapOHMIE» Ha modatky XV CT.
MPEJICTaBIsUIO cOO00 JIOTIYHE MPOJOBKEHHS Ta MOJANbIINNA PO3BUTOK TEXHOJOTIH
KHATACHKOTO CyAHOOYayBaHHs. 3 OTJsiAy Ha 1e, yumaio fgocminaukis (k. Higxewm,
JI. JleBatec, E. JIpeep) Oynu CXHIIbHI PO3TJSAATH PO3MIpU «KOpabIiB-CKapOHUIIbY,
noMimieHi B «lctopii auHacTii MiH», SK IUIKOM peaibHi Ta MOBHICTIO JOBIPATH M
[9, p. 477-486; 10, p. 53-61; 11, p. 195-201; 12, p. 102-113]. IIpore, y cepemoBuiii
cydacHuX (axiBIiB TEpeBakae JyMKa, IO MapaMeTpu OyIb-SKOTO IepeB’STHOTO
CyJIHa MalOTh NIEBHI MEX1, IEPEBUIIICHHS SIKUX POOUTH HOT0 KOHCTPYKIIII0 HECTIMKOIO
[13, p. 5; 14, p. 62]. Lle#t npuHnmn BUIUIMBAE i3 (PI3MUHUX 3aKOHIB Ta 3arajbHHX
3acaj kopabneOyayBaHHs, He3aleXKHO Bij perioHanbHOi crienudiku. C. Yepu orniHioe
MaKCHUMaJbHYy JOBXKHUHY JepeB’siHoro kopadmns y 300 ¢yriB, To6TO Omm3pro 90 M.
BoxHovac i OKeaHCHKOTO CymHa ISl Mexa e Hmkdya — 60-76 m. [17, p. 36-38].
Bapro 3ayBaxkuTtu, 1o 11 1mudpH, 3arajiom,y3rO/KYIOThCS 13 poO3paxyHKamMu
A. CrnicBeka, 3raJaHMMU paHille.

Ha mniaxpimienHss cBoix BuCHOBKIB, C.UYepu HaBOAMTH HU3KY TEOPETHUYHUX
apryMeHTIB, 110 JOBOJATh HEMOXIIHUBICTb CTBOPEHHS JepeB’sHOro cynHa 138 m.
3aBIOBXKKM Ta 56 M. 3aBmmpuiku. [lo-mepuie, Takuil kopabenb HaaA3BUYAHO
npoOiieMaTuyHO 30yayBaTH HaBiTh CBOTOJHI, 13 BUKOPHCTAHHSM Cy4YacHHUX
TEXHOJIOT1#, He TOBOPsUM Mpo Bxke Mpo movatok XV ct. [lo-gpyre, MIIHICTH KOpITyCYy
JOKOHKM Yy TIOB3JIOBXXHBOMY BHMIpi Oyna O BKpail HM3bKOIO, HE3BKAIOYM Ha
HasBHICTD TIONEPEYHUX TIEPETOPOJIOK, IO (AKTUYHO YHEMOMIIMBIIOBAIO CITYCK
CyJHa Ha BOJy Ta Horo mojaueuly ekcruryaranito. [lo-Tpete, kopabenb TakHX
po3MipiB MaB 6u HeCcTH Ha co01 moriau 61au3pko 100 M. 3aBBHINKH, SIKI HE 3MOTJIH O
BUTPUMATH CHJIBHUX TOPHBIB BITPY 1 Jerko O 3/aMayucs MiJ TUCKOM 00’ €MHHUX
BITPHUJI Ta BIIacHOIO Baroro. llo-deTBepre, IS YIpaBIiHHSA HACTIIBKH BEITUKUM
CYJHOM 3HaA00MIHUCS O 3yCHIUIS KUTBKOX THUCSY MOPSKIB, IO CYNEPEYUTh HAassBHUM
JAHUM CTOCOBHO 3arajbHOI YMCEIBHOCTI CKiIaay ekimaxy ¢uory [17, p. 3-23]. ¥V
KOHTEKCTI IIbOTO, BHJIAETHbCS BKpail MaloHMOBIpHMM, 1100 KUTailli 3a HACTILIBKH
kopotkuit uwac (3 cepemuan XIV g0 mouarky XV cT.) 3MOrmM 30UIBIIATH
MaKCHUMaJIbHI Ta0apuTH CBOiX HaWOLIbIIMX KOpaOniB Ounbmni HiX yaBiui (3 70 1o
130 M. 3aBIOBKKH).

Binrak, Ha nymxy C. Uepd, peasibHi napaMeTpu «kopabiiB-cKapOHUIIb» CKIaJalln
60-76 m. y noBxkunHy Ta 16-21 M. y mupuny [17, p. 38-39]. Anajoriuny TOUYKy 30py
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BucioBmoe i K. Belik, skuil BBaxkae, M0 PO3MIpH IHMX CYJICH HE MEPEBHUILYBAIH
ME3KI, XapaKTepHi I HaiOLpmux Kutaiicbkux mkonok XII-XIV crt. [16, p. 74-75].

BuCHOBKM TMX JOCHITHHUKIB MiATBEPIKYIOTHCS aApXCOJOTIYHUMH 3HAXIJIKAMU.
Buie Bke 3ramyBanocs Mpo 3alUIIKA KEPMOBOI'O CTEpHA, BUsBICHI y 1962 p.
no6mm3y Hankina. 3 ornsay Hailoro JOBXKUHY, IO cTaHOBUTH11 M., y cBilf yac manu
MiCII€ CIIPOOH MPUIIUCATH LIEH €IEMEHT KOPabJIt0,po3MipH SKOTO, Ha4eOTO, CKIIagamn
146-163 M. 3aBmoBxkKku Ta 60-67 m. 3aBmmpiiku [9, p. 481-482], mo HaBiTH OiTbIIE
aHDK BEJIMYMHA CyJeH, 3adikcoBaHa B «lcropii aunactii Min». BtiMm, mocmimpkeHHs
K. Beiika ta C.Yepy MOBHICTIO CIPOCTOBYIOTH TAaKOTO pOJY HEOOIPYHTOBaHI
HiIpaXyHKH 1 JOBOJATH, IO MApaMeTpu JDKOHKH, sKIf Hanexano e CTepHO, He
Moriu nepeBuiryBatu 70 M. y goBxkuHy Ta 20 M. y mupuny [16, p. 73; 17, p. 29-30].
[Tpu pomy, iXHI OOUMCIIEHHS CHHUPAIOTHCA Ha aHai3 mpomnopuii T. 3. «Kopabns i3
[HroanpwKkoy» Ta IHIIUX pEaTbHUX 3pa3KiB KUTANCBKOTO CYAHOOYAYBaHHS TOTO
nepiony.

Oco0nmBoi yBarm 3aciyroBYIOTH apxeosioriuni mociimkeras 2003-2004 pp.,
IpOBEIeHI Ha TepuTopii KOJMMIIHBOI Jlrol3sraHcbkoi KopaOenbHI Ha OKOJIMLAX
Hankina, Henogamik Big p. AHuzH, ne B enoxyYxen Xe BimOyBanocs OyniBHHUIITBO
«KOpaOiB-cKapOHUIb». Byno BHSABIEHO Ta PO3KONAHO Iy HU3KY BEIMYE3HUX
CyXUX JIOKiB, Y SKHX pO3MINIyBaJucs cyaHa. Po3Mipu HaiOimeImoro 3 OaceiHiB
ckianaroTh 421 M. 3aBaoBxku Ta 41 M. 3aBmmpmiku [18, p. 35]. He3Baxkarouu Ha
KOJIOCAJTIbHY JIOBXKHUHY, OUYEBUIHO, IO IILOTO HEJIOCTATHHO HABITH LIS OJIHIET HKOHKH,
HMIMPHHA 5KO1, 3TigHO 3 «IcTopieto nuHactii MiH», cTaHOBMJIA LIOHAliMeHIIe 48 M.
TakuM 4MHOM, LI JOKH € 3aMajJMMHM, 1100 BMICTHTH «KOpabii-CKapOHMII» B IXHIX
TpaguLiiHuX po3mipax. Lle nepekoHIMBO AOBOIUTH, L0 TabapUTH LUX CYAEH
Hacmpas/ll Oynu 3HayHO MeHIMMH. KpiMm Toro, mij yac aociiJpkeHb Oyso 3HailieHo
e JBa KEPMOBUX CTEpHA, Mail)ke aHAJOTIYHHUX 32 KOHCTPYKII€I0 Ta po3MipaMu
crepay 1962 p. [18, p. 40]. 3Baxarouu Ha Te, IO BCl BOHU OYJIM BUSIBJICH] HETIOJAIIK
KOpabesbHi, JIOTTYHUM € BUCHOBOK ILIOJI0 IXHBOI MPUHANIEKHOCTI cCaMe «KOpadisiM-
CKapOHULISIM.

Pospaxynku K. Beiika ta C. Uepu, nmiakpinieHi BUILE3ralaHUMHI apXeoJIOTTYHUMHI
JaHUMH, J03BOJISIOTH MMO-HOBOMY MOIVISIHYTH Ha MpoOJeMy po3MipiB HAMOLIBIIMX
cyneH oty Wxen Xe. Ctae oueBUIHUM, IO BigoMocTi i3 «IcTopii quHacTii Min» Ta
IHIIMX HAasSBHUX JOKEpEI € HEJOCTOBIPHMMHM, IO MPSIMO 3acBIIUYIOTH PO3MIpH
KopabenbHUX NokiB y Hankini. llompasna, 3anumaeTbes HE3po3yMuIUM Toil (axr,
Yl aBTOPHM IMI3HIMIOIO Yacy HAaBMHCHO NepeOUIbIIyBald BEIMYHUHY «KOPaOiB-
CKapOHUIIbY», YU, MOXKIIMBO, 11l JaH1 CTaJId Pe3yJIbTaTOM MOMUJIOK MepenucyBaviB abo
HEMpaBUIBLHUX 00uncieHb. Tak, HE BHUKIIOUEHO, IO YMCIOBI 3HadeHHs 44 Ta
18 woicanie mornu Oytm mpocto BuradaHi Jlo MaogeHoOM NS MiIKpPECICHHS
MacitadiB nojgoposkeit Uxken Xe 1 mpocnaBieHHs BeIUYl Ta MOTYyTHOCTI MiHCBKOT
iMnepii. ¥ nmojanpuioMy 1i gaHi 6e3 3MiH nepeinuin cnepury B Tpaktar 'y [uroans,
a mizHime B «IcTopiro nuHAcTii MiH» K IIJIKOM aBTEHTHYHI.
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3 ixmoro 6oky, sk mpuryckaB A. CiicBeliK, iCHye WMOBIpHICTb, IO YyKJIamadi
«lcropii aunHacTii Miny», 3 orisaay Ha Opak iH(opmarllii, HaMaraaucs CaMOTYKKH
BUPAaxXyBaTH pO3MIpU  «KOpaOJiB-CKapOHUIIb», CIUPAIOYHCh HA  MPOIMOPIT
kuTaicbkux HKOHOK XVI-XVIII cT. Ta okpeMi po3pi3HEHi CBiIUEHHs, OJHAK, Yepe3
CBOI0O HEOOI3HAHICTh Ta HEMpaBWIbHE 3aCTOCYBaHHS (OpMyIH OOUYHCICHHS
BOJIOTOHHAKHOCTI B OJUHHISAX J50, TOMYCTUIMCS Tpyoux mommiok [13, p. 12-13].
BriM, 1 Teopis HE MOSACHIOE TOTO, YOMY AaHAJOTiuHI UU(pPU HA TO3HAYECHHS
rabapuTiB «KopabJiB-CKapOHMIILY» 3 SABISIOTHCSA OUIBII HIK HA CTOJITTS paHime y
pomani Jlo Maonena i Tpakrari 'y [luroans. MoXIuBO, iCHYBaJio TI€BHE CITUIbHE
NEePIIOKEPENIO, HAa ChOTOAHI YK€ BTpaueHe, Ha sike onupanucs Jlo Maonenra
Hi3HIIN TPUIBOPHI icTopiorpadu, IO TAKOXK MOTJIO MICTUTH y coOi HENpaBHIbHI Ta
nepeOUIbIIIeHI BiIOMOCTI.

Tak 4u iHaKIIe, MTOMHIKOBICTh CBimYeHb 13 «IcTopii muHacTii MiH» MOXeMO
BBO)XAaTH JoOBeAcHO. Biarak, kopabniB 117-149 m. 3aBmoBxkku Ta 48-61 m.
3aBIIMPIIKY HACIPaBAiI HIKOJIM HE ICHYBaJO, MO (AKTUYHO TIOBHICTIO pPYHHYE
aprymentanito J[x. Hinxema, JI. JleBarec Ta E. [Ipeepa, OlIHKH SIKUX TPYHTYBaIHCS
TOJIOBHUM YMHOM Ha iH(dopMarlii i3 nuceMHux mpkepen. Hespakaroun Ha 11e, YuMalio
CyyaCHMX JOCJTIJHMKIB JOCI BIJJAlOTh TMepeBary caMe TPagulliiHUM po3MipaM
«KOpadImiB-ckapOHUIILY, HABOJSMYM iX y CBOIX poboTax [3, p. 26-27; 5, p. 34; 26, p. 3-
4], mo, Ha >Kajb, 30BCIM HE BIAINOBi/Ia€ TOTOYHOMY CTaHy BUBUEHHS I[i€1 MPOOIEMH.

Bapro 3ayBaxkuTu, IO MUTaHHS CHPABXKHIX PO3MIPIB «KOPAOIiB-CKapOHUIIb)
CTaHOM Ha CBOTOJHI HE pO3B’sA3aHE OCTaTOYHO. 30KpeMma, JUCKYCIHHUMHU
3aJIMIIAIOTBCS  IHTEpIIpeTallisi OJMHUIL BHUMIPIOBaHHS 40 Ta PO3paXyHKU
A. CricBeiika 3arajoM. BapTumu yBaru € NpUIYIIEHHS OKPEMHMX HAyKOBIIIB, IO
3rafjaie cyqHo BojoTOHHaxHIcTIo 2000 710 He 000B’sA3K0BO Oyllo «KOpadyem-
CKapOHHIICI0», TOMY peajbHa BENUYMHA IUX JDKOHOK Moryia OyTH OuIbIIor
[26, p. 4]. Ha mneBHi po3ayMH HAIITOBXYIOTh TaKOX PO3MIpH CYXUX OaceiHiB
no6nau3y HaHkiHa, OCKIJIbKYA BOHM BHIAIOTHCS 3aHAJITO BEMUKUMHU IS cyieH 60-76 M.
3aBIOBXKKH Ta 16-21 M. 3aBmmpmiku. MoOXeMO TMPHUITYCTHTH, IO «KOpadi-
CKapOHMII» TEOPETUYHO MOIJM JAocsraTd HaBiTh 90 M. y JOBXKHMHY Ta25M. Yy
HIMPUHY, OCKUJIBKU JDKOHKH TaKUX TadapuTiB 4y/10BO O pO3MICTUIIMCS Y HAHKIHCHKUX
JIOKax; KpiM TOro, i po3Mipu HAOIMKEHI 710 peabHUX 3pa3KiB KUTANCHKHUX CyJeH
enoxu lOanb. lllompaBna, XOAHHMX NPSAMUX apXEOJIOTIYHUX CBITYEHb ICHYBaHHS
TakuX KopaOiiB He BHSBJIEHO. YTOYHEHHS MOTPEOYIOTh TaKOX MEXi OCaIKu
«kopabiiB-ckapOouuIb» [12, p. 110-111], amke mKkepena HIYOrO0 HE TOBIIOMIISIOTH
HaM IO BEJIMYMHY LUX PKOHOK Y BEPTUKAIILHOMY BUMII.

[Ile oxHi€r0 HEBUPIIIEHOIO MPOOJIEMOI0, MOB’A3aHOI0 13 PO3MIpaMu «KOpPaOIIiB-
CKapOHUIIb», 3aJUIIAETHCS PEKOHCTPYKIS 30BHIIIHBOTO BUIVIALY IUX CYIEH, 3
OTJISITY Ha BIJICYTHICTh IXHIX OpPUTIHAJIBHUX KpPECJIeHb uu 300pakeHb 1o0u Wxen Xe.
TpaguiiiiHo BBaXXa€ThCS, IO 1€ Oy TIraHTCHKI JUKOHKHU THUITY wa4yaHs (KUT. i)
13 MIMPOKUM TUTACKUM JTHUIIEM, KiTbKOMa Many0aMu Ta KUTIOBUMHU HAI0YJOBAMH
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HAKOpMi, KOTpi HECITU Ha cO01 ABAHAIUATh BITPUJI HA JAEB’ATH MIOTJIAX, PO3MIIICHUX Y
maxoBoMy mnopsaky [3, p. 26-27; 10, p. 58; 12, p. 109-116]. Ilpore, HuHI yacThUHA
JOCTIIHUKIB CXUJSEThCS JO TOTO, MO «KOpaOJi-CKapOHMIN» pajiie HaraayBalu
cyaHa mi3Himoro tumy ¢gyuyaus (xut. {&MR) [17, p. 24-25]. Takoro pojay JKOHKH
MaJIi 3HA4YHO BY>KYHI KOpIyC 13 BUCOKUMU (hOpMaMu HOCOBOT Ta KOPMOBOI YaCTHH, a
TaKOXX TPU-YOTUPHU ILIOTIIM, PO3TALIOBaHI OFHA 32 OJHOK. 3 OIVIALY HapealiCTHYHI
napameTpu «kopaoOmiB-ckapOHuUIL» (60-76 M. 3aBIOBXKKH Ta 16-21 M. 3aBIIMPIITKH)
came ILIed BapiaHT BHJIAEThCS OLIBII HMOBIPHUM, X0Ua 3 YIEBHEHICTIO CTBEPKYBATH
e CKJIagHO, OCKUIBKM BCl CydYacHI PEKOHCTPYKIli 0a3yloThbCsl BUKIIOYHO Ha
umroctpatuBHUX Matepianax mizHimoro vacy (XVI-XVII cT.), KoTpi penpe3eHTyoTh
30BCIM 1HIII THIH CYyJICH.

BucHoBkH. Y TiACYMKy, 3a3Ha4MMO, IO MpoOJieMa BU3HAYEHHS CIPaBXHIX
po3mipiB  HailOuUTeImMXx  KopabmiB  drmoryUxen Xe HalekUThb A0 MEperiKy
HANCKJIQIHIIINX TTUTaHb, TIOB’I3aHMUX 13 1CTOPI€I0 KUTAaHCHhKOTO MOPEILIABCTBA CTIOXHU
Min. TpynHoui iHTepmperamii TEXHIYHMX MapaMmeTpiB «KopabdiiB-CKapOHUIIb
BUIUIMBAIOTh, HACAMIIEPE]], i3 HEJOCTOBIPHUX Ta CYNEPEWIMBHUX MMCEMHHUX CBiIUCHb,
HAsBHOCTI PI3HUX OJMHHUIIb BHUMIPIOBAaHHS, a TaKOX JEm0 OOMEXKEHOro KoJja
apxeoJyioriyHuX naHux. OLIHKH CY9acHHX IOCIHITHHKIB, OJHAK, MOKAa3ylTh, IO IIi
JOKOHKHM, BOYEBHUIb, OylIM 3HAYHO MEHIIMMH, aHDK IOBIJOMIISIOTH HaM HasBHI
JDKEepena, Xoda OKpeMi acleKTH IIi€ei mpoOieMu Ime He 10 KIHIA 3’sICOBaHi.
BinnosinHo, y 3B’S3Ky 3 OOMEXKEHICTIO Ta OpakoM JKepelbHOi 0a3u, MUTaHHS
TOYHUX PO3MIPIB «KOPabJiB-CKapOHUILIB»A0CI 3AJIUIIAETHCS BIAKPUTUM 1 MOTpedye
MOJIaJbIINUX HAMPAIIOBAHb Ta IOCIIKEHb.
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Dolyk O., Kozlovskyi S. Admiral Zheng He’s “Treasure Ships” (1405-1433): Problems of
Dimensional Interpretation and Scholarly Assessments.

The article presents a comprehensive study of the problem concerning the real dimensions of the
“treasure ships” — the largest sailing vessels of medieval China that formed the core of admiral
Zheng He’s fleet during his seven maritime expeditions (1405-1433). It has been traced that the
contradictory nature of extant written evidence, the difficulties in interpreting traditional Chinese units
of measurement and the lack of archeological data have led to long-standing debates about the real
parameters of these ships. A comprehensive analysis has been carried out of the main sources relevant
to this issue — the historical chronicle “History of Ming”, the contemporary narrative works
“Romance of the Sanbao Eunuch’s Voyage to the Western Ocean” and “Boring Talks for My Guests”
as well as the memorial stele in Nanjing, with particular attention to their reliability and
chronological remoteness from the events described. The involvement of data from archeological
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excavation reports has made it possible to trace the evolution of medieval Chinese shipbuilding and to
determine the dimensions, typology, tonnage and equipment of contemporary sea vessels.

Two historiographical approaches to this issue have been identified. The traditional one
(J. Needham, L. Levathes, E. Dreyer) regards that enormous dimensions of the ‘“treasure ships”
recorded in the sources as entirely authentic, whereas the revisionist approach (A. Sleeswyk, C. Wake,
S. Church) argues for the technical impossibility of constructing vessels of such scale. Particular
attention is devoted to the analysis of traditional Chinese units of measurement and to the correlation
of the numerical data with the results of archeological excavations in Nanjing (2003-2004) and with
the general principles of medieval shipbuilding.

The study establishes that the data found in extant written sources, which estimate the “treasure
ships” at 117-149 meters in length and 48-61 meters in width, are not consistent to reality. The real
dimensions of these junks probably did not exceed 60-76 meters in length and 16-21 meters in width,
which corresponds to the size of the shipbuilding docks in Nanjing and to the evidence of Chinese
shipbuilding practices of that period. At the same time, several unresolved issues have been outlined,
includingthe reconstruction of the external appearance of the “treasure ships” and the determination
of their draft.

Keywords: China, Middle Ages, Ming dynasty, Zheng He, maritime expeditions, “treasure ships”,
shipbuilding, sailing vessels.
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