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MAIN FOREIGN POLICY CHALLENGES OF
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN IN THE CAUCASUS
(IN IRANIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY)

Following the collapse of the USSR, regional states of the Caucasus faced serious political and
economic problems. It needs to be mentioned that some of the fundamental problems existing in the
region can be traced back to various historical and social factors that can be analyzed under the
issues related with the Third world countries. Recent developments in the region including territorial
disputes, economic and military crisis, security and strategic vacancy in the region has caught the
attention of major regional and global players like the USA, EU, Russian Federation, Turkey, Iran,
Israel, Pakistan, Chechnya and Saudi Arabia. For instance, the USA see the Caucasus and Caspian
Sea region as its strategic economic interests, and vital areas. The Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) as
the southern neighbor of Caucasus countries is considered as one of the major regional players.
Historical, political, cultural and geographical links with regional countries beside prime and vital
issues is of the most fundamental effective factors in regional policies of Iran. Furthermore based
ideologies and principals over IRI’s domestic and foreign policies have paved the ground for further
relationships, confrontation, conflicts and coalitions with regional countries.
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Following the collapse of the USSR in October 1991 and the dissolution of
military, political and economic unions in East bloc, the tensile competition of cold
war lasting over half a century, came to end. After the collapse of the eastern super
power, a new era in the nature of international relations was started. Emersion of
independent countries in Central Asia, Caucasus, and Eastern Europe and the
following changes in such areas, urged the compilation of proper strategies for the
beneficiary states of the region. Without considering historical, political, ideological
and economic situation of the cold war era, one can hardly analyze the nature of inter-
state relations as changing ties between capitalist and socialist worlds. Along with
advancing technology and science and increasing of variable factors in international
structure, sovereign roles of that have become more complicated.

After ending of the rigorous era of cold war in the late XXth century and by the
beginning of turbulent XXI century, great and rapid developments have been taken
place in international relations arena. Growth of NGOs, increase in regional
organizations and unions, formation of economic and political blocs, emersion of
important phenomena like terrorism, clash between civilizations, environmental
issues, military offences, genocide and growth of nationalism, growth of Islamism,
human rights issues and spread of feministic movements continue to exist in recent
years.

In such complex situation, all regional and universal players take measures in
accordance with their national interests, so that all these actions carried out in the
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framework of certain strategies. Based on such issues, one can ponder the strategies
and challenges of foreign policies of Islamic republic of Iran (IRI) in the Caucasus.

Caucasus with the total area of 331000 sq km and a population over 27 millions, is
located in the west part of Caspian Sea, east of Black sea, north of Iran, north east of
Turkey and south east of Russian low lands. The area includes two parts of northern
and southern Caucasus that are separated by mountains at the Great Caucasus. The
southern part covering 171000 km, which includes three independent countries of
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia and the northern part includes autonomous
republics of Dagestan, Chechnya, Ingushetia, Gabardine, Balkier, North Ossetia,
Karachay Cherkassy and Adige which are inside the Russian Federation [2, p. 10-
13, 15].

After the victory of Islamic Revolution in February 1979 and with the plodding
consolidation of ruling clergymen (religious leaders) believed in unrestrained
appointment of Valiy-e Faqih (supreme religious leader), principals, strategies and
political, economic, social, civil and security perspectives with counting on the
principal of Valiy-e Faqih establishment of Islamic state were founded [8, p. 44-55].
It should be mentioned that IRI during last 40 years of its life, has had constant and
provisional policies, so that according to IRI’s state men and with concerning of the
nature of it, beside its variable policies some others are fixed and unchangeable.

As though IRI in confrontation with the events of its northern neighbor in 1991
perserving its ideological perspectives and relying on its religious and national
interest values, started its regional policies a bit with delay and in a puzzling state. In
the early months of the collapse of USSR, Islamic republic of Iran was evaluating the
phenomena provisional and with skeptical dim view and according to the statements
of Iran’s Foreign Policy authorities, IRI’s effort to establish relations with new
independent republics had to be set with Moscow [14, p. 29].

The following events forced Iran to officially recognize the independence of new
republics. The dominant principles over Iran’s diplomacy in the early years of
dissolution of Soviet Union in Caucasus and ensuing military and political incidents
in the region, propagating political Islam and expansion of its economical interests
took prime concern. But the lack of harmony among the religious commissioners and
the sensitivity of Azerbaijan authorities over the expansion of political Islam did not
make effective and persuasive results for Iran in the region. Also the growth of
military conflicts and intensifying military and strategic level of Caucasus paved the
way for further intervenes of regional and Trans regional powers which mostly in
contrast with Iran’s policy in the region. And this made it important having a security
out look over Caucasus by Iranian authorities. In 1994 after an approximate political
and economical consolidation, a major part of Iran’s opportunities turned to be a
crucial threat against her. In the following lines some accounts of major challenges of
IRI in the form of opportunities, threats and achievements will be given. It should be
mentioned that the effects of triple factors i.e. internal condition, foreign policy and
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the nature of international system will be taken as the most fundamental theory base
of issue analysis [6, p. 17].

Before studying the remarked challenges, it should be stated that geographic,
economic, social, cultural and humane conditions of IRI is so variable and
sophisticated. Right Iran includes more than 1/6 million sq. k and a population over
80 million people including a large variety of languages, cultures, religious and ethnic
groups. In the early of 1920, the government as a modern model was founded by
Reza Khan after First world war. Reza Khan’s puppet regime was founded on the
base of the theories of Aryanism, Arianism, Pan farsism, secularism and parrot
fashion imitation of west by supporting of political-social movements of the time
with the aids of so called intellectual reformists regardless of considering socio-
cultural states of the country. The 57 years of despotic ruling of Pahlavies, eventually
overthrown by Iranian social revolution in February 1979. Right in the situation with
positive and negative acts, people and IRI’s government inherit historical, social,
political and cultural shortcomings and achievements of Iran’s former regime.

Islamic Republic of Iran based on the ground of Islamic ideology and at some
points Arianism institute its internal and foreign policy. Major issues related to
Islamic sovereign are clearly stated in Islamic republic Constitution. According to
several certificates and documents, constitution and other Islamic sources like Holy
Quran, Nahj-ol-Balagha, Vilayat-e Faqih theory, prophet Mohammed acts and other
Shia jurisprudence sources can be said that:

1. The dominant political and ideological system over IRI is based on Shiite sect
and the continuation of Vilayat-e Faqih.

2. The official religion of the country is Shia sect of Islam (believing in 12 Imams
leadership) and unless Christians, Zoroastrians and Jewish’s the activity of other
religion believers are legally forbidden.

3. Despite stressing of the constitution (article 15), all ethnic groups and minorities
except Persian speakers, are deprived of teaching and displaying their mother
language and cultures except for a small group of Armenians who are free to practice
their language and rituals.

4. Despite stressing of the constitution (article 19), there are considerable and
outstanding social and economic discrimination among different provinces of the
country.

5. Women rights issue beside the others like the problem of low-income families,
workers and students demands, unemployment crisis, and other kind of social
vulnerabilities like drug addiction and prostitution, all are in a very critical state.

6. The current ruling system by using of oil incomes, religious and national beliefs
of people and by relying on middle class and low class, has succeed in making a large
complicated religious economical bureaucracy.

7. The opposing groups including critics, opponents and anti-revolutionaries which
in the form of undergoes of 1979 revolution, royalists, nationalists, seculars,
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reformists, left wing groups, modernists, pro democrats and women right activists
which the quality and quantity of their contest curriculums are different of each other.

8. Islamic Republic of Iran in comparison to pre revolution era has had some
limited achievements in fields of technology, economy, and development of the
middle class of society which is not unrelated to the growth of global economy,
abundant oil income and regime’s prognosis.

Regarding above issues and assuming that the foreign policy of a country is
tracing the internal policy, IRI’s foreign policy principles can be summed up in:

Principles of IRI’s foreign policy are founded on the ground of ideological and
national interests which is performed through glory, expedience and wisdom. Trying
to establish a universal Islamic state, supporting tyrannized against tyrant, supporting
world Muslims, spreading through Islamic revolution, preserving Islamic sovereignty
and independence of the country and also preaching Islam to non-Muslims, all are of
the major principles of IRI foreign policy [12, p. 36-44]. Meanwhile elapse of time
and effects of internal, regional and international incidents over presenting,
interpreting and performing issues participated in different paradoxical policies.

Considering above issues, the foreign policy of IRI in regard to regional countries
and her neighbors has diverse fluctuations. According to this, Iran designs and adjusts
her foreign policies in regard to regional issues like Palestine crisis, USA direct
intervention in region, Afghanistan and Iraq issues, matters related to Central Asia
and other regional issues.

The present changes in Caucasus and IRI’s foreign policy challenges are of
significant importance which takes concerns of Iran, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia
and other beneficiary states. It’s worth telling that Caucasus problems and challenges
cannot be studied without linking it to other global issues. In conformity with the
essence of having concern on plans, strategies and major events concerning region
including the project of Big Middle East, NATO expansion to east, Trans-Caspian
project, South-North Corridor Plan, growth of Occidentalism and anti-Russia groups
and major energy projects are necessary.

After Soviet Union dissolution and in its aftermath, the following changes in
Caucasus region had direct and indirect effects on its southern neighbor. IRI used up
the existent cavity (of power) followed the policy of Active Corporation. But the
ensuing events of entering regional and cross-regional players, plodding
establishments and consolidation of their regimes, growing a comprehensive
contribution with west, having Occidental tendencies and approaching and
reconciling IRI’s ideological enemies and rivals have squeezed up Iran’s acts in the
region. IRI authorities puzzled in confrontation with changes of their northern
neighbor, trying to call the events just some provisional and temporary, had to
balance her bonds through Moscow until full collapse of USSR and declaration of
independence of Caucasus republics happened. For this reason IRI delayed in
recognition of the independence of Caucasus republics. Interfering other players as
with Iran’s failing state in accomplishing of her plans has brought about sophisticated
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situation which set the stage for considerable challenges and opportunities for IRI. In
exact time Iran is facing with security challenges in Caucasus region. Iran’s view
over Caucasus and regional issues is fully a security view and tries to adjust and
balance all her relations according with security issues. Though challenges, threats
and opportunities related with Iran can be summed up in:

1. Confrontation of political-economic, western-oriented bloc including the United
States, Turkey, Azerbaijan and Israel with regional, strategic and military bloc
including Russia, Iran, Armenia and their allies.

2. Issues concerning Caspian Sea including its fair division and militarization.

3. Expansion of all-out ties among Turkic-speaking states under Pan-Turanism and
formation of the united Azerbaijan.

4. Armenian aggressions to Azerbaijan’s territory and Nagorno-Karabakh crisis.

5. Varied cooperation of NATO member states with states of the region and the
issue of NATO expansion toward East.

6. Growth of Islamism in some parts of Azerbaijan Republic and Autonomous
Republic of Chechnya.

7. Expansion of economic, trade and oil ties among region states and the west.

It should be mentioned that brief explanation of above-mentioned items is fully
necessary to get familiar with the subject of the article.

The first important regional issue is confrontation between western-oriented
coalition (the United States, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Israel and their allies) and regional
conservative coalition (Russia, Iran and Armenia) in different ideological, political,
economic and military aspects [13, p. 193-212]. Without any detailed elaboration and
by considering basic historical oppositions between two main players, i.e. the United
States and Russia, the position and stance of Iranian government, concerning regional
issues is clarified.

In brief, Islamic republic of Iran is accused of trying to achieve nuclear weaponry,
support of terrorism and violation of human rights by the United States. The U.S and
its allies have arrived in the Middle East and they invaded to Iraq and Afghanistan for
democratization of the region and uprooting terrorism. The flexibility of Libya and
North Korea in front of America and its allies can be analyzed under this framework.
In such a situation, to maintain its former revolutionary stance and its internal and
external status, Iranian government has to assume stance. Along with this, it had to
create a strategic, provisional and unstable alliance with countries and groups
opposing west’s influence in region. These interactions have ideological
inconsistencies and are totally political. So, we can say that although Iran’s alliance
with Russia and Armenia can meet short term interests of the parties, the continuation
of these relations in long run will be against Iran’s religious and national interests.
Because by taking a look at principles and ideals of Islamic revolution, stabilization
method of Vilayat-e Faqih system, leaders’ ideas, principles of foreign policy of the
Islamic republic of Iran, peoples slogans and their attitudes toward officials on one
hand and Iran’s varied ethnic, religious and geographic structure along with external
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factors like independence of former soviet republics and democracy growth in the
region, in other hand, one can perceive complicated and critical situation of Iran and
the region.

The second challenge of Iran in the region is the varied issues related to Caspian
Sea. Influence and intervention of non-littoral countries in Caspian Sea issues, issues
of fair division of the sea, issues concerning discovery, extraction and transit of
Caspian Sea energy, its militarization, environmental issues, transit facilities and
food-water resources are the important issues that have drawn attention of countries
of the region and foreign countries, after the collapse of the former Soviet Union. It
should be mentioned that before the collapse of former Soviet Union, varied issues of
the region including Caspian Sea, had very little importance. After the collapse of
Soviet Union, great developments have occurred in Caspian Sea zone. In recent
years, the littoral states (Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Iran, and Turkmenistan)
have asserted different plans and ideas regarding above mentioned issues. At present
situation, water borderline of Astara-Hosseinghulu has determined Iran’s share as
12,5% and the other countries, based on bilateral or multilateral treaties, have divided
bed and surface of the sea into national parts. Islamic republic of Iran acclaims that
according to Golestan (1813), Turkmenchay (1828), Movaddet (Friendship) (1920)
and 1941 treaties, should posses 50% or at least 20% of the sea. Also Iran sees
bilateral treaties as illegal and is in favor of non-militarization of the sea. In Iran’s
viewpoint, intervention of foreign countries and companies are totally against
national and security interests of the region and any compromise should be made by
participation of all of the littoral states of Caspian Sea [1, p. 126-128]. But during
recent visits and contracts of the all countries around the Caspian Sea achievements
important results.

The other important regional issue for Iran in Caucasus and central Asia is imagine
the rapid growth of pan-Turkism idea and increase in security, military, political,
economic and cultural interactions among Turkic-speaking countries of the region.
This issue has considerable internal and external aspects. Varied ethnic-social
structure and existence of different ethnic, lingual, religious, and geographic gaps in a
so called national government which was established and introduced to the world as
monarchy of Iran after the Britain-led coup of Reza-khan Mirpanj is obvious.
Mismanagement of Iran’s political-cultural officials since taking the power by
Pahlavi family up to the present time and promotion of non-democratic and harmful
phenomena like dictatorship, totalitarianism, chauvinism and mono-party systems
under superstitious titles of Aryanism, Islamism and tendency toward creating unity
and national convergence have had so many reverse and negative impacts. In the
present society of Iran, there are Turks, Persians, Kurds, Arabs, Baluchs, Turkmens,
Lors, Gilaks, etc and different religious groups including Muslims (Shiite and Sunni),
Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians ,etc. which live in different parts of Iran. Ethnic and
religious inconsistencies among them are increasing. For instance, historical and
contemporary request of more than 30 million Azerbaijanis and another Turkic-
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speaking people of Iran in cultural and economic and political fields are highly
significant [10, p. 204].

Iran’s officials have negative position about ethnic requests of people and they
don’t pay attention to it and also don’t fulfill the least demands. It has led to critical
security situation. In this situation, along with growing of different ethnic and
religious thoughts including prolepsis of Turkism and formation of united Azerbaijan
in Iran and Caucasus, consequences like centrifugal tendencies, lack of attention to
sovereignty, hatred to officials, growth of nationalist political-cultural organizations,
paying attention to over sea interests and finally tendency toward enemies of the
central government are being formed, which have turned to one of the main sources
of threat for Iran.

Nagorno-Karabakh crisis and Armenian aggregation to Azerbaijan’s territory is
one of the important and determining issues of the region. This crisis has direct and
indirect effects on Iran’s foreign policy in Caucasus. It is necessary to say that the old
dispute between Muslims and Christians or in other words, the new dispute between
Turks and Armenians that began since early twentieth century years. After ratification
of Golestan (1813) and Turkmenchay (1828) treaties between Russia and Qajarian
government, as well as Edirne Treaty (1829) between Ottoman and Russians empires,
the way was paved for migration of Armenians to some parts of Nagorno-Karabakh
and present Armenia. First World War events and consequently expel of Armenians
from Ottoman Empire made many catastrophes, including Muslims and Azerbaijanis
massacre in both sides of Aras river by Armenian Dashnaks [9].

In this case, we face an astronomic figure of 2 377 072 about Armenian massacre
in the book “Massacre of Armenians” by Esmail Raein, which needs more
thinking [5, p. 63]. However, the baseless claims of Armenians Does not comply with
any scientific evidence. As they claim that during First World War and by mandatory
migration of Armenians, millions of them have been killed. Dashnaks use this
complicated issue as a pretext for justification of their atrocities, genocides and
aggressions against people of Azerbaijan and Turkey and are dreaming about greater
Armenia. After First World War and by increase in concentration of Armenians
around Chokhour Saed (Yervan) and consequently formation of Armenia state (1918-
1920) and by granting 9000 sq km to Armenians by Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan under Mohammad Amin Rasoulzadeh's leadership, considerable effect
were made for security and stabilization of Armenia.

10 years support of Armenia by Bolsheviks and their mutual assistance have
fortified the Armenian ideas of aggression and belligerence. Bloody events of 1905,
1906 and 1918 and beginning of Nagorno-Karabakh crisis in 1988 up to now have
had regrettable results. At present during the clashes about 20% of Azerbaijan’s
territory is under Armenians occupation and approximately 30000 Azerbaijanis have
lost their lives and 50000 Azerbaijanis have been injured.

Also nearly 1 million Muslim Azerbaijanis have been displaced. Depth of such
aggression and atrocities is so great that it has attracted attention of world’s public
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opinion. In such situation, Iran’s stance and actions as an Islamic and Shiite state is
highly crucial and determining. Although Islamic republic of Iran, under the
framework of the organization of Islamic conference (OIC) and by statements has
condemned Armenians aggression to Azerbaijan’s territories [1], by some focus on
Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy principles and all-out cooperation between
Iran and Armenia in different strategic levels and signing of more than 100 important
pacts on political, security, economic and cultural fields, the real position of the Iran
is clarified [7].

Anyway, Tehran’s emphasis on dual actions and statements as well as
reinforcement of aggressor Armenia’s and Karabakh separatist groups’ economic
basis, regional prestige and position against Azerbaijan’s national interests show the
criticality of the issue. It can be said that decision making and implementing
inconsistent policies against Nagorno-Karabakh dispute show involvement of Iranian
government in an important internal and regional challenge.

After the collapse of former Soviet Union, NATO’s attention toward East and
expansion of military and political cooperation with eastern Europe and Caucasus
countries have faced and eye-catching growth. As World War Il finished, Soviet
Union and the US established East and West blocs and their confrontation started.
East bloc who was represented by former Soviet Union emphasized on Marxism-
Leninism and West bloc who was represented by the U.S emphasized on liberalism
and its manifesto capitalism. These two blocs formed all political, military, security
and economic developments of 45 year period of the cold war epoch. In that epoch,
military Warsaw pact as the symbol of East bloc and NATO as western countries
symbol had decisive importance. After the collapse of former Soviet Union, Warsaw
pact lost its efficiency in practice and the West bloc countries, by revision and
improvement of NATO structure, could set new missionary duties for the
organization. Based on this policy, expansion toward east and its influence in Eastern
Europe and common wealth countries started. At present, most of Eastern Europe
countries are NATO members and the rest of the countries on the region including
Georgia and Azerbaijan have cooperation with NATO under projects like partnership
for peace (PFP). It should be mentioned that expansion of cooperation among
republics and NATO will facilitate the process of their partnership and merger into
NATO.

NATO’s expansion toward East and its approach to Iran and Russia borders have
important military, political, security and economic threats and dangers. Islamic
Republic of Iran, relying on Islamic defensive and offensive as well as anti-western,
anti-American democracy, anti-colonialism positions, support for the oppressed,
regional interactions and, if possible, expansion of Islamism and Iranism in regional
level, has wholly opposed NATO. Influence of NATO on Iran’s neighbor countries
and its military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq are totally against interests of Iran
and regarded as a military, political and security threat to Iran. So, Iran’s government
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follows policy of cooperation with countries opposing NATO’s Eastward expansion,
and this is one of the main challenges for Iran’s foreign policy [3, p. 116-117].

Another issue which can be a source of opportunity or threat for Iran's interests is
tendency for Islamism and growth of Islamic radicalism in Caucasus. Historical,
racial, cultural and religious relations among people in both sides of Araz River are
so obvious that, imposing political borders, in the past or at present, has never been
able to destruct their profound favors. Caucasus people, during the history, have been
dealing with 3 religions: Islam, Christianity and Judaism. By now, the majority of
Shiite Muslims inhabit in Azerbaijan and Christians in Armenia and Georgian.
Expansion of Islam in Azerbaijan and some parts of Georgia, Dagestan, Chechnya
and some other autonomous republics of north Caucasus is so obvious.

According to this, growth of Islamism, after the soviet collapse, is very important.
Beginning of new rounds of fighting of Chechnya Muslims against Russian
dominance has gained ultra-regional aspects. Also, along with growth of Islamic
identity in Azerbaijan republic, creation and activity of Islamic institutes is obvious.
This is related to Armenian-Muslim wars in Nagorno-Karabakh and propaganda and
influence of Islamic countries like Iran in the region [14, p. 77].

In any terms, Iran’s government, regarding Islamism, has faced some very
important opportunities and threats. Use of religious potential of people against
secular states, gaining international prestige, implementation of political, security,
economic and cultural plans by native Muslims and promotion of political and
religious legitimacy of ruling regime in Iran are among the opportunities. On the
contrary, lack of attention to Azerbaijani Muslims massacre by Armenians, not
supporting fighting of Muslims in Chechnya, assistance and cooperation with Russia
and Armenia as enemies and killers of Muslims, selective support of Muslims in
Azerbaijan, Palestine, Chechnya, Iraq, China, Sudan, etc according to Iran's short
term ideological goals, which is contrary to its foreign policy principles can turn to an
effective threat against Islamic republic of Iran’s religious and national interests.
Now, emphasis on such contradictions by Iran's internal and external opposition is
regarded as an effective challenge. Also it must be mentioned that Iran's position
against Islamic radicalism and al-Qaida, which is hated by most of the world
communities, is totally unclear and complicated.

The other issue is expansion of economic, trade and oil cooperation among the
states of region, especially Georgia and Azerbaijan republic with west, which has
various dimensions and is implemented in parallel with western states strategic and
political plans. Most of the existing plans in Caucasus are aimed at penetrating in
commonwealth countries and impeding dominance of totalitarianism in the region.
Curtailing hands of avowed west from newly independent countries and hindering
growth of communism, Islamism, totalitarianism and independent political systems
are among the goals that have shadowed on regional projections and developments.
Countries of the region have never been dissatisfied with expansion of economic ties
with west and they have perpetually pointed to necessity of cooperation with western
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countries in order to repair the injuries caused by collapse of Soviet Union and for
economic growth [17, p. 146-147].

So, entrance of western trade, economic, service, and oil companies in the region,
and signing of various contracts is increasing. Implementation of important regional
plans like Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan energy transit pipe line, Baku-Supsa oil line,
Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey railroad, Nabucco pipeline, Trans-Caspian project,
various oil consortiums, economic-trade interactions among central Asian countries
and Caucasus, granting different loans by World Bank and international monetary
fund (IMF) are among them. Islamic Republic of Iran is bordering with all of them
and has the opportunities to take the optimized adventures. But such issues like
supremacy of west in political-economic situation and existence of intimate ties
among the states of the region with west are so obvious. In other hand, Iranian
government's emphasis on anti-western stances, various accusations on Iran about
achieving nuclear weaponry, violation of human rights and terrorism, strategic
interactions between Iran and Russia, unclear positions about regional developments,
inconsistency of Iranian government in politic, religious and cultural terms with
countries of the region are among the obstacles that confine Iran’s economic-trade
activities in Caucasus.

At the end it should be said that paying attention to above mentioned basic terms
in future developments process is totally vital so that mismanagement of above
mentioned issues will have crucial consequences and will affect the whole region of
Middle East and Caucasus. According to this, one can conclude that the present
issues in Islamic republic of Iran’s foreign policy in its own way are extensive and
decisive.

Also considering the challenges of Islamic republic of Iran in the region has the
capacity to comprehensive analysis and the main frameworks of Iranian Internal and
foreign policies have the capacity to create realistic outlooks. Therefore, Iran’s
position and attitude toward such issues like western predominance in the region,
growth of pan-Turkism, united Azerbaijan issue, strategic cooperation with Russia
and Armenia, Nagorno-Karabakh dispute, issues regarding Caspian Sea and
Caucasus’ economic-trade issues is highly decisive and will have effective role in
current developments.
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Egmexapi A. Ocnoeni npoonemu 306niwinboi nonimuku Icnamcekoi Pecnyonixu Ipan na
Kaegkasi (6 ipancokiii icmopiozpaghii).

Iicna posnady CPCP pezionanvHi depawcasu Kagxkazy 3imKHyaucsa 3 cepuoHUMU NOTMUYHUMU §
exonomiyHumu npobremamu. Cuid 3aznauumu, wo 0esxi yHoamenmanvii npobremu, wo iCHyloms 8
pecioHi, Modcyms OYmu nog’a3aHi 3 pPI3HUMU ICMOPUYHUMU | COYIANbHUMU YUHHUKAMUY, SAKI MOXCHA
aHanizyeamu 8 pamkax npoodiem, no8 a3aHux 3 kpainamu mpemwvozo ceimy. Ocmanti nodii 8 peioHi,
BKIIOYAIOYY MEPUMOPIANbHI CynepeuKu, eKOHOMIUHI ma 6ilicbKo8i Kpusu, Oesneky i cmpameziuHi
iHmepecu 6 pe2ioHi, NPUGEPHYIU V8A2y BeIUKUX Pe2iOHATbHUX | 2nobanbHux epasyis, maxux ax CLIIA,
€C, Pociticoxa Deodepayia, Typeuuuna, Ipan, I3paine, Ilaxucman, Yeuns i Cayodigcoka Apasis.
Hanpuxnao, CLIA posenaoatome pecion Kaexasy i Kacniticokoco mopsa ax obiacms  c80ix
CMpameziuHux, eKOHOMIYHUX | HcUmMmeso eaxicaugux inmepecie. Icnamcoxa Pecnyobnixa Ipan (IPI) sk
nigoennutl cycio kpain Kaskazy 86ajcacmvcsi 0OHUM 3 20JI0BHUX DeliOHANbHUX 2pasyis. Icmopuuni,
NOJIMUYHI, KYTbMYypHI ma 2eo2pagpiuni 368 'a3Ku 3 KpaiHamu peciony, Kpim nepulopsioHux i Ha2aibHUx
NUmMaus, € HAudLILW QyHOamenmanvHumu Gaxkmopamu peionanvroi noaimuku Ipawny. Bitvw moeo,
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3acHosani Ha i0eono2ii i 3acadu eHympiwHbol i 306HiuHb0l norimuxu IPI niocomyeanu epynm ons
noOanIbUUX 8IOHOCUH, KOHDPOHMAYIL, KOHGQDIIKMIG | KOAMyill 3 KpaiHamu pecioHy.
Knrouosi cnosa: Ipan, 306niumns nonimuxa, kpainu Kaexa3zy, HayioHanvhi inmepecu, KOHQAIKMU.

Ipmexapu A. Ocnosnvie npodaemot enewneni norumuku Hcenamckoii Pecnyonuxku Hpan na
Kaeskasze (6 upanckoit ucmopuozpaguu).

Ilocne pacnada CCCP pecuonanvuvie 2ocydapcmea Kaexkaza CMOIKHYIUCL C CePbe3HbIMU
NOAUMUYeCKUMU U IKOHOMUYecKumu npobnemamu. Credyem ommemumy, 4HMoO HEKOMOpbie
@ynoamenmanvHvie npobiemsl, cyuecmayrouue 8 pecuore, Mo2ym Oblimb C8A3AHbL C PAZIUYHLIMU
UCMOPUYECKUMU U COYUATLHBIMU (DAKMOPAMU, KOMOPblEe MONCHO AHAIUIUPOBAMb 8 PAMKAX NPOoOieM,
CBS3AHHBIX  CO  cmpanamu  mpemve2o Mmupd. [locneOnue cobvimus 6 pecuone,  6KIIOYAs
MeppUmopUaibHble CNopbl, IKOHOMUYECKUE U B0CHHbLE KPUSUCHL, OE30NACHOCTNb U CIMpame2uyecKkue
unmepecol 8 pecuoHe, NPUBNEKIU GHUMAHUE KPYNHbIX PECUOHATbHLIX U 2100ANbHBIX USPOKOS, MAKUX
xak CIIA, EC, Poccuiickas @edepayus, Typyus, Upan, Uspaunw, [lakucman, Yeuns u Cayodosckas
Apasus. Hanpumep, CIIIA paccmampusarom peeuon Kaexaza u Kacnuiickoeo mops kak obaacme
CBOUX CMPAMESUYECKUX, IKOHOMUUECKUX U IHCUSHEHHO 6adCHbIX unmepecos. Mcnamckas Pecnybnuxa
Upan (UPH) rax iwocuviii coced cmpan Kaexaza cuumaemcsi 0OHUM U3 2NIAGHBIX PEUOHATbHBIX
uepokos. Hcmopuueckue, noaumuueckue, KyaibmypHule U 2eocpaguuecKkue cesas3u co CHpaHamu
PecUOHA, NOMUMO NEPBOCHENEHHBIX U HACYUHBIX BONPOCOS, AGNAIOMCS Hauboee hyHOAMEeHMATbHbIMU
Gaxmopamu pezuonanvroi noaumuxku Upana. bonee mozo, ocHoanuvle Ha UOEONOUSX U NPUHYUNAX
eHympenHell u enewnetl noaumuxu HPU nodcomosunu nougy 0nsi OdibHeUwux OMHOUEHUL,
KOH@poHmayuu, KOHGAUKMOE U KOATUYULL CO CMPAHAMU PECUOHA.

Knrwouesvle cnosa: HUpan, enewmsisi nomumuxa, cmpanvl Kasrxaza, nayuonanvhvie unmepecul,
KOH@IUKMbL.
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